10/27/2006 15:17 FAX 2025085858 



KILPATRICK STOCKTON LLP RECEIVED ^°° 2 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



OCT 2 7 2006 



REMARKS 

CI aims 1-23 are pending in the present application. The Office has rejected claims 1-3, 
5-17 and : 9-24 under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Langseth (6,694,316) and claims 4 
and 18 un :!er 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Langseth in view of Rajan (6,633,910). 
NOTE: There is no claim 24. The undersigned respectfully traverses this rejection and requests 
consideration of the remarks set forth herein. 

Rejection of Claims 1-3, 5-17 and 19-23 in View of Langseth 

Independent claim 1 includes the following language: 

1 . Previously Presented) A method for notifying a customer of at least one 
requested event comprising: 

providing the customer with access to a notification system, including, 

(i) determining a status of the customer as a member 
cm i tomer or a non-member customer of an institution providing the 
notification system, 

(ii) generating access data for the customer, and 

(iii) prompting the customer for the access data; 
prompting the customer to select at least one requested event, 

wt erein a member customer is provided with more event choices than a 
no iD-membcr customer; 

storing the customer's at least one requested event selection in a first 
database; 

prompting the customer to select at least one method of notification; 
storing the customer's at least one method of notification selection in the 
fir: t database; 

prompting the customer to select at least one time for notification; 
storing the customers at least one time for notification selection in the 
fir: t database; 

receiving trigger data from at least a second database into the notification 
sys em that triggers the at least one requested event; 

formulating a notification message that includes information about the at 
leant one requested event; and 

sending the notification message to the customer via the customer's at 
leant one method of notification at the customer's at least one time for 
notification. 
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With respect t > the bold portions of Claim 1 as set forth above, the Office cites to the following 

portions of the reference as teaching these limitation (OA, Page 4): 

(i) dete rmining a status of the customer as a member customer or a non-member 
custorr sr of an institution providing the notification system (col. 3, line 34-38, 
"By caegorizing information into channels based on subject-matter, users may 
more e ;isily identify the content they want and the system may provide more 
option; to customize fees that may be charged to the subscriber.", col. 4, line 1 7- 
21, "For example, an Internet service provider, such as Earthlink, may offer its 
custorr ors the option of receiving information and may then include Earthlink 
specifl: information in the content distributed to its subscribers.". Note: 
subscri hers (member customers) are customers, however not all customers (non- 
membe r customers) are subscribers. Thus [the] system has to determine status of 
the cusiomer.) 

Promp ing the customer to select at least one requested event, wherein a member 
customs is provided with more event choices that a non-member customer (col. 
4, line 17-21, "For example, an Internet service provider, such as Earthlink, may 
offer it i customers the option of receiving information and may then include 
Earthli:: k specific information in the content distributed to its subscribers.". Note: 
subscri :>ers (member customers) are customers, however not all customers (non 1 
member customers) are subscribers.", col. 4, line 22-29, "According to the present 
inventi on, one or more channel s of personalized intelligence information are 
accesse d and distributed to subscribers to one or more services provided for each 
channe ... Subscribers may sign up to receive one or more services for each of the 
one or : : iore channels through a web interface system that identifies each of the 
availab e types of information that the user may access.") 

The portions o : Langseth cited by the Office do not disclose the highlighted limitations. 
Importantly, th:; limitation requires a determination of status as a member or non-member 
customer of th<: "institution providing the notification system." If one reads the background 
text for the coriext of the language at col. 4, lines 17-2] , it is revealed that the exemplary Internet 
service provider is not the institution providing the notification system, but is instead one of any 

WSHUBOl 70714.1 
USI900 9160146 1 

PACE 3/13 * RCVD AT 10/27/2006 3:16:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/12 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:2025085858 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-22 



10/27/2006 15:18 FAX 2025085858 



KILPATRICK STOCKTON LLP 



@004 



Docket No. C I TI0219 3 PATENT 

Serial No.; 09. "832,863 

number of affiliates which may "participate and include affiliate-specific information in the 
outputs genen ;ed from the system." Accordingly, whether or not the subscriber to the 
notification sy ;:tem is or is not a customer of the Internet service provider is irrelevant to this 
limitation. Tb ;? reference merely teaches that you are a subscriber or not a subscriber to the 
system, there i;; no determination made as between the two for purposes of offering different 
event choices. 

Similarly, with respect to dependent claim 3, since there is no distinction between 
member and ri :>n-member subscribers described in Langseth, the limitation of claim 3 clearly is 
not disclosed. 

The un lersigned submits that the cited portions of Langseth do not disclose at least the 
bolded limitat ons highlighted above and respectfully requests that the rejection of claims 1-6 be 
withdrawn. 

Indepe] ident claim 7 includes the following language: 

7. (Original) A system for notifying a customer of at least one requested event 
compri ring: 

means for providing the customer with access to a notification system, 
including, 

(i) means for determining a status of the customer as a 
member customer or a non-member customer of an institution providing the 
notification system*, 

(ii) means for generating access data for the customer, and 

(iii) means for prompting the customer for the access data; 
means for prompting the customer to select at least one requested 

event, vherein the member customer is provided with more event choices 
than the non-member customer; 

:neans for storing the customer's at least one requested event selection; 

neans for prompting the customer to select at least one method of 
notification; 
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means for storing the customer's at least one method of notification 
selecti m; 

means for prompting the customer to select at least one time for 
notific i.tion; 

means for storing the customer's at least one time for notification 
selectii : n; 

means for receiving trigger data from at least a second database into the 
notification system that triggers the at least one requested event; 

means for formulating a notification message that includes information 
about t ie at least one requested event; and 

means for sending the notification message to the customer via the 
custom ur's at least one method of notification at the customer's at least one time 
for not fication. 



As discussed a:>ove with respect to independent claim 1, Langseth makes no distinction between 
member and non-member subscribers to the notification system. Accordingly, Langseth does not 
disclose means for determining a subscriber's status as member or non-member nor does 
Langseth disclose means prompting a subscriber to select at least one requested event wherein 
member and nc n-member subscribers are presented with different event options depending on 
their status. Langseth does not anticipate the language of independent claim 7. 
Indeperdent claim 8 includes the following language: 

8. (Original) A system for notifying a customer of at least one requested event 
comprising: 

i :ieans for generating a customer's financial notification preferences which 
include, 

(i) at least one requested event, 

(ii) a customer's notification method preferences, and 

(iii) a customer's time for notification preferences; 

< database containing the customer's financial notification preferences; 

m database containing financial information, wherein the financial 
inform* tion is collected from at least one internal source and at least one 
external source; 
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a notification message generator for comparing the at least one requested 
event *>/ith the financial information and generating a notification message when 
the fin 1 ncial information matches the at least one requested event; 

a notification gateway for sending the notification message to the customer 
accord ng to the customer's notification method preferences and time for 
notific. ition preferences; and 

a database for generating a notification report at the customer's 
requesi:, wherein the notification report includes at Jeast data describing each 
notification message sent to the customer during a customer selected period 
of tim< , 



The Office cit< s to Fig. 19, elements 916, 918 and 920 as disclosing the "a database containing 
financial information, wherein the financial information is collected from at least one 
internal source and at least one external source." The undersigned sets forth below Fig. 19: 
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The undersigmd agrees that, assuming the affiliate provides financial content, that this discloses 
an external source of financial information. But, the undersigned fails to see where this portion 
of Langseth discloses an internal source for financial information? Additionally, the office cites 
to Figure 5, element 62 and col 15, line 55 through col. 16, line 3 of Langseth as disclosing "a 
database for uncrating a notification report at the customer's request, wherein the 
notification report includes at least data describing each notification message sent to the 
customer duri tg a customer selected period of time." These portions of Langseth are set forth 
below: 
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tribution system 42 may comprise software coded components operated 
-vare systems. In an embodiment, both message generator system 68 and 

mail formatting system 70 may be provided on a single processing 
The software coded components may comprise Visual Basic 6.0 code that 
ita from the Channel Databases and sends that information to end users, 

there is only one or millions. These messages can be sent to pagers, 
:>hones, email servers, fax machines, personal digital assistants, as HTML 
telephone, and other terminal devices. It achieves this scaling by a 
:-tier architecture that allows for load balancing and scalability on many 
Lribution servers 62 controlled by one data distribution control system 60. 
tribution system 42 retrieves the data for messages, formats these 
s, and sends them through mail server system 72. 
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The undersigj ied has reviewed the cited portions of Langseth and fails to see where the claim 
limitations an: recited? The undersigned does not dispute that Langseth discloses a data 
distribution s; 'Stem for preparing messages, but there is no teaching of a notification report 
inventorying ; i list of messages that have been sent to a customer during a specific time period. 

With i aspect to dependent claim 12, Langseth does not describe an internal data source 
for financial i nformation and thus does not describe an internal data source that is the financial 
institution ho; iting the subscription service. 

With inspect to dependent claims 15 and 16, as discussed previously, Langseth makes no 
distinction be ween member and non-member subscribers. 

Accordingly Langseth does not anticipate the language of independent claim 8 or claims 
9-18 which aio dependent thereon- 
Independent claim 19 includes the following language: 

19. (Original) A method for formulating an alert message containing financial 
information for a customer comprising: 

storing an alert prompt in a first database of a notification system 
hosted by a financial institution, wherein the alert prompt includes, 

(i) prompt details, 

(ii) a preferred method for notifying the customer of the 

alert r essage, and 

(iii) a preferred time for notifying the customer of the 

alert r .essage; 

receiving financial information into a second database of the 
notification system, wherein (the incoming financial information is received 
into tlse second database from at least one outside source and at least one 
inside source, and further wherein the incoming financial information 
received from the at least one inside source results from a change in at least 
one customer account maintained by the host financial institution; 

comparing the incoming financial information with the prompt 
detail;, of the alert prompt in the first database; and 



US 1900 916014$.! 

PAGE 9/13 * RCVD AT 10/27/2006 3:16:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/12 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:2025085858 * DURATION <mm-ss):06-22 



10/27/2006 15:20 FAX 2025085858 



KILPATRICK STOCKTON LLP 



@010 



Docket No. < ITI0219 9 PATENT 

Serial No.: OS/832,863 

notifying the customer through the preferred method at the 
preferred time through an alert message when the prompt details match the 
incoming financial information. 

The following portions of Langseth were cited by the Office in support of the rejection (Col. 11, 

lines 7-48 and Fig. 19, elements 916, 918 and 920 (see above)): 

In a fi lance channel, one or more of the following services may be provided: 
weekl { portfolio summary, high 200-day moving averages by sector, low 200-day 
movie g averages by sector, price-sales ratio by sector, annual total return by 
sector broker recommendations by industry, P/E analysis by sector, book value 
analysis by sector, earnings growth rate to price appreciation by sector, 
comparison of dividend yields, earnings yields and P/E ratios of selected stocks by 
sector today's winners by largest points increase, today's winners by largest 
money moved, today's loser's by largest points drop, low revenue growth alert, 
high r: venue growth alert, stock split alert, new offering alert, new high's alert, 
new h gh's within my industry sectors, new low's alert, new high's for stocks in my 
portfo lio, top price percentage gainer, lowest price percentage movers, top money 
move* g in my portfolio, smallest money movers, above-average trading alert, 
market's largest money movers, portfolio's largest money movers, most actively 
tradm;; stocks in my portfolio, low P/E stocks, low P/E's by sector, change in 
consensus estimate alert, analyst recommendation alert, above average trading 
alert, new 52 week high/low alert, stock split in portfolio alert, stock splits, 
comparable analysis on all portfolio stocks, tech sector update, sector trading 
analysis, earnings growth, latest twelve month financial update, P/E analysis, 
quarterly technical analysis, portfolio stocks by LTM revenues, portfolio stocks by 
capitalization, portfolio stocks by revenue and P/E analysis, portfolio stocks by 
capita ization and earnings analysis, dividend alert, quarterly sheets, cash flow 
staterosnt, winners by sector, highest P/E by industry, lowest P/E ratios by 
industry, industry comparisons, sector comparison, new 52 week highs and lows 
by industry, top analysis recommendations, weekly analysis and portfolio 
summ iiry, market update, currency analysis, intraday alerting (stock) and intraday 
alerting (currency), stock market news alert, stock market news analysis, sector 
indice losers by market, earnings reports today, price alert, tech stocks, IPO 
center IPO alert, and benchmark alert, for example. Additionally, when 
subset ibers sign up for services on the finance channel, the following information 
may b input: frequency of updates, sectors of interest, currency of interest, stocks 
in poj~ folio, news interests, output methodology among other personalization 
option. 1 ;. 
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The availability of a finance channel within the notification system does not mean that the 
notification system is hosted by a financial institution. Similarly, even if we assume that Fig. 19 
teaches a fina icial institution as an affiliate, which it does not and the undersigned does not 
admit, this is : tot the same as the notification system being hosted by the financial institution. 
Similarly, at r tost the financial information is provided from an outside source. There is no 
description ol an internal source of financial information and clearly no description of the 
incoming financial information received from the at least one inside source resulting from a 
change in at h:ast one customer account maintained by the host financial institution. Accordingly, 
the undersigned fails to see how these portions of Langseth disclose the bolded limitations of 
claim 19. 

The limitation of dependent claim 20 is also not described by Langseth as discussed 
above. Accor:lingly, Raj an does not anticipate the language of claims 19-22. 
Independent claim 23 includes the following language: 

23. (Original) A method for notifying a customer of at least one requested event 
compr sing: 

providing the customer with access to a notification system, including, 

(i) determining a status of the customer as a member 
customer or a non-member customer of a host institution providing the 
notifk ution system, 

(ii) generating access data for the customer, and 

(iii) prompting the customer for the access data; 
prompting the customer to select at least one requested event, wherein 

the member customer is provided with more event choices than the non- 
member customer; 

prompting the customer to select at least one method of notification; 

prompting the customer to select at least one tinfe for notification; 

formulating an alert prompt wherein the alert prompt includes, 
(iv) the at least one requested event, 
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(v) the customer's at least one method of notification, 

and 

(vi) the customer's at least one time for notification; 
storing the alert prompt in a first database of the notification system; 
receiving financial information into a second database of the 

notification system, wherein the incoming financial information is received 
into tl i=e second database from at least one outside source and at least one 
inside source, and further wherein the incoming financial information 
received from the at least one inside source results from a change in at least 
one customer account maintained by the host institution; 

comparing the incoming financial information with the at least one 
reques :ed event of the alert prompt in the first database; and 

sending a notification message to the customer via the customer's at least 
one method of notification at the customer's at least one time for notification 
when t lie at least one requested event matches the incoming financial information. 

The undersigned submits that claim 23 is allowable for the reasons stated above with respect to 
claims 1, 7 and 19. 

Rejection of Claims 4 and 18 in View of Langseth and Raian 
Rajan does not cure the deficiencies of Langseth. Accordingly, dependent claims 4 and 
18 are allowable for the reasons set forth above with respect to claims 1 and 7. 
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CONCLUSION 



The u idersigned submits that claims 1 -23 are allowable over the cited prior art and 
respectfully n :quests a notice of allowance to this effect. Should the Examiner determine that 
any further action is necessary to place this application into better form, the Examiner is 
encouraged tc telephone the undersigned representative at the number listed below. In addition, 
if any additional fees are required in connection with the filing of this response, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the same to Deposit Account No. 501458. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: October 27. 2006 
KJLPATRICK STOCKTON LLP 
Suite 900 



By: I Dawn-Marie Bey Res. No. 44 A 42/ 
Dawn-Marie Bey (Reg. No. 44,442) 



607 14th Stre : t, N.W. 
Washington, 5 >C 20005 
(202) 508-581 9 
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